
 

 

HOW TO JOIN AMSTERDAM FRINGE FESTIVAL 2023 

 

Thanks for signing up for the Open Call of Amsterdam Fringe Festival 2023! Amsterdam Fringe 

Festival takes place from 7 till 17 September 2023. Last year we’ve had over 300(!) applications 

whilst there's only place for 55 performances. We are excited to create a new festival, hopefully with 

you!  

Amsterdam Fringe Festival isn’t a regular festival in which we book you with a full fee. It’s a place for 

experiment, development and research. Please read this manual, so you know what it means to 

participate.  
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GENERAL  

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival works with an open call system. Artists in theatre, performance 

art, dance; everybody who feels affinity can sign up for free with an idea for a performance 

or production. You can sign up via an online application form.  

 We will select 55 productions for the program of Amsterdam Fringe Festival 2023. The 

selection will be made by our artistic team.  

 The festival organization strives for a program with Dutch, Flemish and international 

performances. Experiment, courage and diversity in the performances will be encouraged. 

There is a preference for artists/ groups who are not structurally funded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CRITERIA PERFORMANCES AND SELECTION 

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival welcomes applications from the full spectrum of the performing 

arts (and her crossovers). Exceptions being music concerts and stand-up comedy. 

Productions of these genres will not be eligible for a spot at the festival unless an applicant 

can sufficiently make clear the ‘cross over’ or experimental quality of the work. 

 The production/ performance doesn’t need to be finished. At the time of application. You 

can also sign up with a plan for something you would like to develop.  

 Having your premiere during the festival will be encouraged. 

 Applications will be assessed on artistic and professional quality, on uniqueness and 

originality. And on if it fits within the productional conditions of Amsterdam Fringe. 

 The production needs to fit within the productional conditions of Amsterdam Fringe. This 

means that a performance:   

o Could be performed in smaller (black box) theatres and/or non-theatrical venues. 

o Does not have too complicated technical requirements. 

o Does not require a big storage space for decor or props.  

o Has a short build up and build-down time. The maximum build-up time in between 

the shows is 30 minutes. 

 The duration of the performance isn’t more than 60 minutes. 

 Your fringe show is not performing in and near Amsterdam in July and August 2023. 

 During the festival period, 7-17 September 2023, the artist/company's availability is 

minimum 4 days.  

 Originality and experiment in theme, artistic form and/or performance venue is highly 

stimulated and will get priority.  

APPLICATION AND ANNOUNCEMENT PROCESS 

 The application for Amsterdam Fringe Festival 2023 is open from 12 December 2022 till 31 

January 2023, 23:59. Applications sent after the 31th of January will not be processed.  

 Applying is possible via the online application form. You need to fully fill out the application 

form. Incomplete forms will not be processed. 

 Additional attachments such as CV’s and photos need to be sent on 31 January 2023 the 

latest via a WeTransfer-link in the application form. 

 Sent in materials will not be sent back after the application process.  

 Do you have any questions about the application? Please send an email to Willem:  

willem@amsterdamfringe.nl. 

 On Thursday March 16th 2023 we will let you know via e-mail if your proposal has been 

selected for Amsterdam Fringe 2023. 

 There are three different options which you can receive: ‘selected’, ‘waiting list’ or ‘not 

selected’. It’s not possible to discuss the outcome. We hope for your understanding, because 

we work with a small team, and we get over 300 applications.  

 If you receive a ‘waiting list’ email, your performance has been placed on our waiting list. 

The performance can become part of our program when a selected performance has been 

cancelled.  

 When your performance is selected for Amsterdam Fringe Festival, you will get an invitation 

for the first How2Fringe workshop (date on page 5) and an intake by email or phone.  
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WHAT WE OFFER AND HOW WE WORK 

General 

 To application process for the Amsterdam Fringe Festival open call is free of charge.  

 If your performance gets selected for Amsterdam Fringe 2023, you’ll receive a spot at the 

festival. Once the selection has been announced and we’ve received your confirmation, you 

are officially part of the program. 

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival is responsible for the promotion of the festival itself, with posters 

and flags spread through the city, our website, an active role on social media and free 

publicity. Important notice: Artists are responsible for making PR for their own performance! 

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival will make pictures and video’s during the performances for the 

organization itself; promotion, social media, website etc. By participating in the Amsterdam 

Fringe Festival, you agree with these terms.  

 

Financial and ticket sales 

 Amsterdam Fringe organizes and takes care of the ticket sales of all shows and takes care of 

the 9% VAT within the ticket prices.   

 Participation in Amsterdam Fringe Festival is for the most part ‘at your own risk’. Fringe 

offers a guaranteed sum (starting sum) of € 150 per performance (day), with a maximum of 

€ 600 in total when performing 4 times at the festival. When the income of the ticket sales 

of your show is higher than the € 150 per performance, you’ll receive a 70% percentage of 

the additional income of the ticket sales of your show. The other 30% goes to the 

performance venue and festival organization. So: the more tickets you sell, the higher your 

ticket income. 

 Amsterdam Fringe does not provide fees, travel costs, housing, meals or 

technical/productional assistance. However, we can advise you on finding affordable options 

and/or raising funds. We’ll tell you more about money and fundraising during the 

How2Fringe workshop about money (on Monday, March 27th 2023) 

 The ticket prices are determined by Amsterdam Fringe Festival, partly based on the duration 

of the performance. Ticket prices are € 8,50 for performances under 30 minutes and € 12,50 

for performances over 30 minutes. Amsterdam Fringe offers her audiences promotions and 

discounts via partners like We Are Public and CJP. We Are Public will only be applicable for 

your performance upon your agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Locations and program 

 The Amsterdam Fringe Festival takes care of and is responsible for providing you with a 

venue, deciding upon the number of performances, the performance dates and times. In 

scheduling we try to accommodate to your production’s (technical) requirements and 

artistic profile as well as we can. 

 Every performance is going to be programmed 4 times between 7 and 17 September 2023, 

except for productions that need something else.  

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival takes care and pays for the locations for the days that you play. If 

you want to rehearse on other days at the location, you must fix and pay for it by yourself. 

 Artists/companies can also ‘bring’ their own venue when agreed upon by the festival 

organization.   

 

Coaching and support 

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival offers coaching, support and advice on the promotion and 

production of your performance via the How2Fringe workshops, intake conversations and 

speed date sessions. You will have a main contact for all your questions.  

 The How2Fringe workshops are especially designed for participants of the Amsterdam Fringe 

Festival to help you create a successful festival experience. The workshops cover topics such 

as marketing, financial organization, fundraising and networking within the Dutch theatre 

field. 

 The festival offers updates and information via our Artist Dashboard, Artist Toolkit and 

mailings as well. Make sure you read them. 

 

WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM YOU AS A PERFORMER/ GROUP 

 

Production and support 

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival expects from all her partaking artists that they can financially, 

productionally and artistically realize the production with which they applied.   

 Amsterdam Fringe Festival presents the production. The artist / company is responsible for 

the (productional) realization of the performance.  

 The artist / company is responsible for bringing a technician to build and run the show. At 

most (theatre) venues you will receive support from their technical staff in building up your 

show, yet in all venues you must run the show yourself.   

 The available technical set-up can differ per venue. Please keep in mind that for additional 

and/or complex requirements (for example, beamers, projection screens, pianos) extra costs 

can be charged. These costs will be covered by you.  

 In agreement with your location, you define how many hours you can rehearse and build up 

the show. The artist will pay for extra rehearsal days at the venue. 

 

 

 



 

Promotion 

 Artists are responsible for promoting their show and selling tickets. The better your 

promotional work, the more visitors are coming to your show.  

 Artists promote their show proactively.  

 Artists follow up the deadlines for sharing their promotion material with Amsterdam Fringe 

Festival. Only by following these deadlines, it’s possible to include your show in our 

promotion and ticket sale launch. We’ll share what we need and when well in advance. 

 

How2Fringe workshops 

 Participating in the Amsterdam Fringe Festival program means participating in at least four 

workshops. 

 The dates of the How2Fringe workshops are: 

-> Monday 27 March (this meeting is mandatory!), 11:00 t/m 17:00 - #1 What the Fringe?! & 

#2 Money 

-> Monday 17 April v. 15:00 t/m 18:00 - #3 Marketing 

-> Monday 15 May v. 15:00 t/m 18:00 - #4 Networking 

-> Monday 3 July v. 15:00 t/m 18:00 - #5 social media & ticket sales launch  

 It is not necessary to attend the workshops with your entire crew, but of course you are very 

welcome to!  

 If any COVID-19 regulations are in place, workshops will take place online. 

 Do you live outside the country? Or did you join Amsterdam Fringe Festival before? Please 

contact the festival about alternative arrangements. 

Other 

 Participating artists need to comply to the safety rules and regulation within the Dutch 

performing arts. The festival is not accountable for accidents or damages and loss of items 

by members of a company or venue. 

 Participating artists/companies need to own the rights of the production and/or images and 

music used in the performance. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

Amsterdam Fringe Festival saves the right to refuse performances without stating reasons. We work 

with a small team and get over 300 applications, so it’s not possible for us to give personal feedback 

after rejection. Amsterdam Fringe is not responsible for any kind of damage with regards to sent in 

material.  

Data of persons and companies who have applied for Amsterdam Fringe Festival will be stored in a 

(digital) file; this information will not be shared with third parties. By filling out the application form, 

the artist or company commits to performing at Amsterdam Fringe Festival when selected and 

agreeing upon the participation terms and conditions as stated above.   


